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will be written to, and their subscriptions or donations
privately acknowledged by me,"
In another paragraph, emphasizing that he desired to
avoid everything which "might savour of the praise of
men55, he continues: "To this end the names of contributors
will be suppressed, the initials only being given. The prevailing
habit of publishing in full the names and addresses of donors
cannot, I think, be too strongly reprehended as unscriptural,
leading as it must do to giving 'to be seen of men', and to
the entire disobedience of the exhortation, 'But when thou
doest alms, let not thy right hand know what thy left hand
doeth; that thine alms may be in secret, and thy Father,
which seeth in secret, shall reward thee openly.' "
But though Barnardo maintained autocratic control, he
nevertheless "solicited" the "fullest scrutiny of the Mission's
affairs"; for "the books containing the accounts" could be
seen "at all times by any donor desirous of doing so, without
the necessity of giving previous notice". Regularly, too, he
published the initials of all known subscribers together with
the months in which their subscriptions were made; and
before these initials, if any indication had come to him,
he invariably printed Mr., Mrs., Miss, Rev., etc., while
anonymous gifts were published with whatever informa-
tion he could obtain. In a word, every subscription was
reported, and any contributor could easily verify his
own donation. Hence, none could reasonably have com-
plained at the manner in which Barnardo rendered his
account.
The day, however, was to come when, by the assaults of
his enemies, Barnardo5s peremptory methods were brought
to task; and although from the "valley of humiliation" he
emerged unscathed, he learned the folly of autocratic
control by any individual over the funds of a charitable
work. But that is a future story. From this excursion into
financial affairs we now return to the year 1870, to trace
the evolution of the Mission's work.